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Notes from the Midnight Driver
Scholastic Paperbacks

After being assigned to perform
community service at a nursing home,
sixteen-year-old Alex befriends a
cantankerous old man who has some
lessons to impart about jazz guitar
playing, love, and forgiveness.

Notes From The Midnight Driver
Scholastic Inc.

Just when you thought you had it all
figured out . . . "Alex Peter Gregory, you
are a moron!" Laurie slammed her palms
down on my desk and stomped her foot.
| get a lot of that.One car crash.One
measly little car crash. And suddenly, I'm
some kind of convicted felon.My parents
are getting divorced, my dad is shacking
up with my third-grade teacher, | might
be in love with a girl who could kill me
with one finger, and now I'm sentenced
to babysit some insane old guy.What
else could possibly go wrong?This is the
story of Alex Gregory, his guitar, his best
gal pal Laurie, and the friendship of a
lifetime that he never would have
expected.

Notes from the Midnight Driver
Notes from the Midnight Driver

Mit Audio-CD und
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from the Midnight Driver

Lektilire

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie
Scholastic Inc.

From first-time novelist  Jordan
Sonnenblick, a brave and beautiful story
that will make readers laugh and break
their hearts at the same time. Thirteen-
year-old Steven has a totally normal life:
he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz band,
has a crush on the hottest girl in the
school, and is constantly annoyed by his
five-year-old brother, Jeffrey. But when
Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia,
Steven's world is turned upside down. He
is forced to deal with his brother's illness
and his parents' attempts to keep the
family in one piece. Salted with humor
and peppered with devastating realities,
DRUMS, GIRLS, AND DANGEROUS PIE is
a heartwarming journey through a year
in the life of a family in crisis.

After Ever After Scholastic Inc.

Jeffrey isn't a little boy with cancer
anymore. He's a teen who's in remission,
but life still feels fragile. The aftereffects
of treatment have left Jeffrey with an
inability to be a great student or to walk
without limping. His parents still worry
about him. His older brother, Steven, lost
it and took off to Africa to be in a
drumming circle and "find himself."
Jeffrey has a little soul searching to do,
too, which begins with his escalating
anger at Steven, an old friend who is
keeping something secret, and a girl
who is way out of his league but who
thinks he's cute.

Curveball: The Year | Lost My Grip
(Sneak Peek) Scholastic Inc.

The Secret Sheriff of Sixth Grade
Scholastic Inc.
In sixth grade, bad things can happen to



good kids. Bullies will find your weakness
and jump on it. Teachers will say you did
something wrong when really didn't
mean to do anything wrong. The kids
who joke the loudest can drown out the
quieter, nicer kids. Maverick wants to
change all that. One of the last things his
father left him was a toy sheriff's badge,
back when Maverick was little. Now he
likes to carry it around to remind him of
his dad - and also to remind him to make
school a better place for everyone . ..
even if that's a hard thing to do,
especially when his own home life is
falling apart. THE SECRET SHERIFF OF
SIXTH GRADE is a story about standing
up for yourself - and being a hero at
home and in the halls of your school.

The Boy Who Failed Show and Tell
Scholastic Inc.

An unbelievably hilarous middle-grade
true story from bestselling author Jordan
Sonnenblick. In a typical school year,
every kid has one or two things go
wrong. But for Jordan, there's A LOT
going wrong ALL THE TIME. Take this
year. Here are some of the thing going
wrong: -- His teacher hates him. Like,
really hates him. Like, is totally out to
get him even when he's trying to be
good, and is willing to fail him on the
simplest things, like show and tell. -- He
has a slight breathing problem because
of his asthma. And breathing is never
really an optional activity. -- His pet
snake has given birth to way, way, way
too many baby snakes, all who need a
home. -- He is finding that becoming The
World's Best Drummer in no time
whatsoever is maybe not the easiest
goal. -- There are bullies ready to stomp
him when all he has to defend himself
with is a lunchbox. And all this doesn't
even include the freak swing set
accident, the fears inside his head, or

the funniest class presentation ever. By
keeping his cool (some of the time),
banging on the drums (a lot), and
keeping his sense of humor (all the
time), Jordan's going to try to make it
through the year... and grow up to write
a book about it!

Zen and the Art of Faking It
Scholastic Inc.

From masterfully funny and poignant
Jordan Sonnenblick, a story that will
have everyone searching for their inner
Zen. Meet San Lee, a (sort of) innocent
teenager, who moves against his will to
a new town. Things get interesting when
he (sort of) invents a new past for
himself, which makes him incredibly
popular. In fact, his whole school starts
to (sort of) worship him, just because he
(sort of) accidentally gave the
impression that he’s a reincarnated
mystic. When things start to unravel,
San needs to find some real wisdom in a
hurry. Can he patch things up with his
family, save himself from bodily harm,
stop being an outcast, and maybe even
get the qgirl?

Dodger and Me Feiwel & Friends

A boy's imaginary friend is driving him
crazy in Dodger and Me, the first
installment of a hilarious new series by
acclaimed author Jordan Sonnenblick.
What would you do if your best friend
was: 1. Imaginary? 2. An oversize blue
chimp in surfer shorts? (Potentially
embarrassing, but hey, no one else can
see him . .. right?) 3. Proposing a plan to
help you improve your life? 4. Did we say
imaginary? 5. Driving you crazy?!?! Now
you have an idea of what Willie Ryan's
life is like when he meets Dodger. It's
the beginning of a lot of trouble—and a
friendship you'll never forget!
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Moon Over Manifest Yearling Books
Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the
daughter of a drifter who, in the summer
of 1936, sends her to stay with an old
friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he
grew up, and where she hopes to find
out some things about his past.

Midnight in Washington

How We Almost Lost Our Democracy
and Still Could Random House

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ The
vital inside account of American
democracy in its darkest hour, from the
rise of autocracy unleashed by Trump to
the January 6 insurrection, and a
warning that those forces remain as
potent as ever—from the congressman
who led the first impeachment of Donald
J. Trump “Engaging and informative . . .
a manual for how to probe and question
power, how to hold leaders accountable
in a time of diminishing
responsibility.”—The Washington Post In
the years leading up to the election of
Donald Trump, Congressman Adam
Schiff had already been sounding the
alarm over the resurgence of autocracy
around the world, and the threat this
posed to the United States. But as he led
the probe into Donald Trump’s Russia
and Ukraine-related abuses of
presidential power, Schiff came to the
terrible conclusion that the principal
threat to American democracy now
came from within. In Midnight in
Washington, Schiff argues that the
Trump presidency has so weakened our
institutions and compromised the
Republican Party that the peril will last
for years, requiring unprecedented
vigilance against the growing and
dangerous appeal of authoritarianism.
The congressman chronicles step-by-
step just how our democracy was put at

such risk, and traces his own path to
meeting the crisis—from serious
prosecutor, to congressman with an
expertise in national security and a
reputation for bipartisanship, to liberal
lightning rod, scourge of the right, and
archenemy of a president. Schiff takes
us inside his team of impeachment
managers and their desperate defense
of the Constitution amid the rise of a
distinctly American brand of autocracy.
Deepening our understanding of
prominent public moments, Schiff
reveals the private struggles, the
internal conflicts, and the triumphs of
courage that came with defending the
republic against a lawless president—but
also the slow surrender of people that he
had worked with and admired to the
dangerous immorality of a president
engaged in an historic betrayal of his
office. Schiff’s fight for democracy is one
of the great dramas of our time, told by
the man who became the president’s
principal antagonist. It is a story that
began with Trump but does not end with
him, taking us through the disastrous
culmination of the presidency and
Schiff’'s account of January 6, 2021, and
how the antidemocratic forces Trump
unleashed continue to define his party,
making the future of democracy in
America more uncertain than ever.

Galactic Hot Dogs 1

Cosmoe's Wiener Getaway Simon and
Schuster

From the creator of the bestselling series
The Last Kids on Earth, this hilarious
middle grade adventure follows a young
boy thrust into the world of selling hot
dogs in space! Over the course of one
very strange night, Cosmoe went from
being an adventure-seeking, thirteen-
year-old Earthling orphan to a hot-dog-



slinging space traveler. He has all the
adventure he once craved and more
aboard the Neon Wiener—part
spaceship, part food truck—selling their
trademark “Galactic Hot Dogs.” Cosmoe
and the rest of the crew journey to food
competitions across the universe serving
up the wildly popular wieners...until they
gain a troublesome stowaway. The half-
evil, half-awesome Princess Dagger
doesn’t plan on going anywhere, and her
presence on the ship means her all-evil
mother is gunning for the Neon Wiener.
Cosmoe rallies his friends to fight space
jerks in all their many forms and vows to
protect the princess. But can a group of
hot dog enthusiasts face down an evil
space queen?

Notes From The Dog Ember

When Johanna shows up at the
beginning of summer to house-sit next
door to Finn, he has no idea of the
profound effect she will have on his life
by the time summer vacation is over.

The Book Thief Knopf Books for Young
Readers

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ ONE
OF TIME MAGAZINE'S 100 BEST YA
BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary,
beloved novel about the ability of books
to feed the soul even in the darkest of
times. When Death has a story to tell,
you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The
country is holding its breath. Death has
never been busier, and will become
busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster
girl living outside of Munich, who
scratches out a meager existence for
herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t resist-books. With
the help of her accordion-playing foster
father, she learns to read and shares her
stolen books with her neighbors during
bombing raids as well as with the Jewish

man hidden in her basement. In superbly
crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus Zusak,
author of I Am the Messenger, has given
us one of the most enduring stories of
our time. “The kind of book that can be
life-changing.” —The New York Times
“Deserves a place on the same shelf
with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne
Frank.” —USA Today DON'T MISS
BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK'S
FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a
man killed in the World Trade Center
attacks, searches the five boroughs of
New York City for a lock that fits a black
key his father left behind.

Dodger for President Macmillan

When Dodger, the big blue chimpanzee
genie, magically portrays fifth-grader
Willie one day at school, Willie finds
himself running for student council
president, in the follow-up to Dodger and
Me.

Antsy Does Time Penguin

Antsy Bonano, narrator of The Schwa
Was Here, is back with another crazy
tale. This time, Antsy signs a month of
his life over to his "dying" classmate
Gunnar Umlaut. Soon everyone at school
follows suit, giving new meaning to the
idea of "living on borrowed time." But
does Gunnar really have six months to
live, or is news of his imminent death
greatly exaggerated? And when a family
member suffers a heart attack after
donating two years to Gunnar, Antsy
starts to wonder if he has tempted fate
by trying to play God . . ..

Falling Over Sideways Scholastic Inc.
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It's not easy being Claire. (Really.)
Claire's life is a joke . . . but she's not
laughing. While her friends seem to be
leaping forward, she's dancing in the
same place. The mean girls at school are
living up to their mean name, and
there's a boy, Ryder, who's just as bad, if
not worse. And at home, nobody's really
listening to her -- if anything, they seem
to be more in on the joke than she is.
Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-
Claire) comedy comes something
intense and tragic -- while her dad is
talking to her at the kitchen table, he
falls over with a medical emergency.
Suddenly the joke has become very
serious -- and the only way Claire, her
family, and her friends are going to get
through it is if they can find a way to
make it funny again.

Interpreter of Maladies

Stories Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

A debut collection of short fiction blends
elements of Indian traditions with the
complexities of American culture in such
tales as "A Temporary Matter," in which
a young Indian-American couple
confronts their grief over the loss of a
child, while their Boston neighborhood
copes with a nightly blackout. Original.
20,000 first printing.

Fences Penguin

From legendary playwright August
Wilson comes the powerful, stunning
dramatic bestseller that won him critical
acclaim, including the Tony Award for
Best Play and the Pulitzer Prize. Troy
Maxson is a strong man, a hard man. He
has had to be to survive. Troy Maxson
has gone through life in an America
where to be proud and black is to face
pressures that could crush a man, body
and soul. But the 1950s are yielding to

the new spirit of liberation in the 1960s,
a spirit that is changing the world Troy
Maxson has learned to deal with the only
way he can, a spirit that is making him a
stranger, angry and afraid, in a world he
never knew and to a wife and son he
understands less and less. This is a
modern classic, a book that deals with
the impossibly difficult themes of race in
America, set during the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s and 60s. Now an
Academy Award-winning film directed by
and starring Denzel Washington, along
with Academy Award and Golden Globe
winner Viola Davis.

The Dark-Thirty

Southern Tales of the Supernatural
Yearling

This Newbery Honor Book and Coretta
Scott King Award Winner from beloved
author Patricia McKissack offers a
“stellar collection” of “ten original
stories, all with a foundation in African-
American history or culture” (School
Library Journal). In that special half-hour
of twilight—the dark-thirty—there are
stories to be told. Mesmerizing and
breathtakingly original, these tales are
inspired by African American history and
range from the time of slavery to the
civil rights era. With her extraordinary
gift for suspense, Patricia C. McKissack
has created a heart-stopping collection
of lasting value, a book not quickly
forgotten. An ALA Notable Children’s
Book An NCSS-CBC Notable Children’s
Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies
An IRA Teachers’ Choice

The Parisian Diet
How to Reach Your Right Weight

and Stay There Rizzoli Publications
France’s leading nutritionist Dr. Jean-



Michel Cohen pinpoints why you struggle
with weight loss diets and offers a plan
for achieving your ideal weight while
embracing life's pleasures. Dr. Jean-
Michel Cohen, France’s most popular
dietician, has helped over two million
patients worldwide reach their ideal
weight and stabilize long term, all while
savoring healthy, balanced meals. His
progressive three-step weight loss plan
includes 325 easy-to-prepare recipes,
helpful hints, and practical checklists to
get the weight off and keep it off.
Strongly opposed to "extreme" diets and
the inevitable weight gain that ensues,
Dr. Cohen proposes a holistic approach
that addresses the physical,
psychological, and cultural factors that
impact our ability to control our
relationship with food. Once we
understand our behavior, it's easy and
rewarding to see the pounds melt away.
His diet proposes food substitutions to
adapt recipes to your personal
preferences and allows you to indulge in
the occasional craving as long as you
compensate beforehand and afterwards.
With Dr. Cohen’s foolproof supermarket
tactics and the diet’s inherent flexibility,
you'll find it easy to continue until you
reach your goal weight, losing up to 30
pounds in three months. The simple,
delicious, and satisfying menus offer a
wide variety of choice, and emphasize
the best-practices of the French way of
eating, from using fresh produce, to
balancing your intake throughout the
day, to the pacing of mealtimes. The
Parisian Diet is not a flash-in-the pan
diet, it's a new approach to food and a
way to celebrate life, helping you look
and feel your best.

Waiting 'Til the Midnight Hour

A Narrative History of Black Power

in America Macmillan

A history of the Black Power movement
in the United States traces the origins
and evolution of the influential
movement and examines the ways in
which Black Power redefined racial
identity and culture.

It Wasn't Me Yearling

When Theo's photography project is
vandalized, the five students nearby all
claim it was not them, so Theo's favorite
teacher suggests they all spend vacation
week together and get to the truth.

Are You Experienced? fFeiwel &
Friends

Rich is fifteen and plays guitar. When his
girlfriend asks him to perform at protest
rally, he jumps at the chance.
Unfortunately, the police show up, and
so does Rich's dad. He's in big trouble.
Again. To make matters worse, this
happens near the anniversary of his
uncle's death from a drug overdose
years ago. Rich's dad always gets
depressed this time of year, but
whenever Rich asks questions about his
late uncle, his dad shuts down.
Frustrated by his dad's silence, Rich
sneaks into his office and breaks into a
locked cabinet that holds his dad's
prized possession: an electric guitar
signed by Jimi Hendrix. Before he knows
it, Rich is transported to the side of a
road in Upstate New York with a
beautiful girl bending over him. It will
take him a while to realize it's 1969, he's
at Woodstock, and the girl's band of
friends includes his fifteen-year-old dad
and his uncle, who's still alive. In Are You
Experienced? by Jordan Sonnenblick,
what Rich learns, who he meets, and
what he does could change his life
forever.
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The Name of this Book Is Secret
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers

Read the series that's sold more than 2
million copies--if you dare! Warning: this
description has not been authorized by
Pseudonymous Bosch. As much as he'd
love to sing the praises of his book (he is
very vain), he wouldn't want you to hear
about his brave 11-year old heroes, Cass
and Max-Ernest. Or about how a
mysterious box of vials, the Symphony of
Smells, sends them on the trail of a
magician who has vanished under
strange (and stinky) circumstances. And
he certainly wouldn't want you to know
about the hair-raising adventures that
follow and the nefarious villains they
face. You see, not only is the name of
this book secret, the story inside is, too.
For it concerns a secret. A Big Secret.

Gamer Army Scholastic Inc.

In this timely and thrilling novel, Ender's
Game meets Ready Player One and
several terabytes of fast-paced video
game action as five gamers are recruited
into a tech giant's secret program.

Stay Alive: The Journal of Douglas
Allen Deeds, The Donner Party
Expedition, 1846 Scholastic Inc.

"Soon we will eat the frozen cattle.... And
then, when that is gone, what shall we
eat?Shall we eat the snow? Shall we eat
the ice? Shall we eat the bark on the
frozen trees?What shall we eat?"Spring,
1846: Douglas Allen Deeds dreams of
starting a new life out West. When the
opportunity to join the Donner Party
Expedition arises, he leaves the life he's
known behind to set out on the nearly
2,000-mile trek from Independence,
Missouri to sunny California.But progress
is slow. Brutal heat, poisoned water, and
rough terrain slows the expedition down.
Soon they have a choice: continue on

the known but grueling trail, or take a
shortcut that would cut 350 miles from
their journey-but take them through
unknown territory. Is it worth the
risk?Winter comes quickly in the
mountains, and the wrong choice could
leave them stranded in the Sierra
Mountains when the snow comes, with
no shelter, supplies, or even
food.Newbery Honor-winning author
Rodman Philbrick brings to life the
excitement, danger, and horrors of the
Donner Party's journey west.

The Negro Motorist Green Book

1940 Edition Colchis Books

The idea of "The Green Book" is to give
the Motorist and Tourist a Guide not only
of the Hotels and Tourist Homes in all of
the large cities, but other classifications
that will be found useful wherever he
may be. Also facts and information that
the Negro Motorist can use and depend
upon. There are thousands of places that
the public doesn't know about and aren't
listed. Perhaps you know of some? If so
send in their names and addresses and
the kind of business, so that we might
pass it along to the rest of your fellow
Motorists. You will find it handy on your
travels, whether at home or in some
other state, and is up to date. Each year
we are compiling new lists as some of
these places move, or go out of business
and new business places are started
giving added employment to members
of our race.

From Scratch

A Memoir of Love, Sicily, and
Finding Home Simon & Schuster

This Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick
and New York Times bestseller is “a
captivating story of love lost and found”



(Kirkus Reviews) set in the lush Sicilian
countryside, where one woman
discovers the healing powers of food,
family, and unexpected grace in her
darkest hours. It was love at first sight
when actress Tembi met professional
chef, Saro, on a street in Florence. There
was just one problem: Saro’s traditional
Sicilian family did not approve of his
marrying a black American woman.
However, the couple, heartbroken but
undeterred, forged on. They built a
happy life in Los Angeles, with fulfilling
careers, deep friendships, and the love
of their lives: a baby girl they adopted at
birth. Eventually, they reconciled with
Saro’s family just as he faced a
formidable cancer that would consume
all their dreams. From Scratch chronicles
three summers Tembi spends in Sicily
with her daughter, Zoela, as she begins
to piece together a life without her
husband in his tiny hometown hamlet of
farmers. Where once Tembi was
estranged from Saro’s family, now she
finds solace and nourishment—literally
and spiritually—at her mother-in-law’s
table. In the Sicilian countryside, she
discovers the healing gifts of simple
fresh food, the embrace of a close knit
community, and timeless traditions and
wisdom that light a path forward. All
along the way she reflects on her and
Saro’s romance—an incredible love story
that leaps off the pages. In Sicily, it is
said that every story begins with a
marriage or a death—in Tembi Locke’s
case, it is both. “Locke’s raw and
heartfelt memoir will uplift readers
suffering from the loss of their own loved
ones” (Publishers Weekly), but her story
is also about love, finding a home, and
chasing flavor as an act of
remembrance. From Scratch is for
anyone who has dared to reach for big
love, fought for what mattered most, and

10

those who needed a powerful reminder
that life is...delicious.

Dancing Home Simon and Schuster

In this timely tale of immigration, two
cousins learn the importance of family
and friendship. A year of discoveries
culminates in a performance full of
surprises, as two girls find their own way
to belong. Mexico may be her parents’
home, but it’s certainly not Margie’s. She
has finally convinced the other kids at
school she is one-hundred percent
American—just like them. But when her
Mexican cousin Lupe visits, the image
she’'s created for herself crumbles.
Things aren’t easy for Lupe, either.
Mexico hadn’t felt like home since her
father went North to find work. Lupe’s
hope of seeing him in the United States
comforts her some, but learning a new
language in a new school is tough. Lupe,
as much as Margie, is in need of a friend.
Little by little, the girls’ individual steps
find the rhythm of one shared dance,
and they learn what “home” really
means. In the tradition of My Name is
Maria Isabel—and simultaneously
published in English and in
Spanish—Alma Flor Ada and her son
Gabriel M. Zubizarreta offer an honest
story of family, friendship, and the
classic immigrant experience: becoming
part of something new, while straying
true to who you are.

Big Mouth & Ugly Girl Harper Collins

Big Mouth No I did not. | did not, | did
not. | did not say those things, and | did
not plan those things. Won't It anyone
believe me? Ugly Girl All right, Ugly Girl
made a mistake. I'd told my mom what
I'd heard in the cafeteria, and she'd told
Dad. Evidently. I'd thought for sure they
would want me to speak up for the truth.
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The Outsiders Pearson UK

The struggle of three brothers to stay
together after their parent's death and
their quest for identity among the
conflicting values of their adolescent
society.

Impostors Scholastic Inc.

Deception. Risk. Betrayal. Redemption.
Master storyteller Scott Westerfeld is at
the top of his game, and back to his
most famous realm. Frey and Rafi are
inseparable . . . two edges of the same
knife. But only one of them is ever seen
in public.Frey is Rafi's twin sister-and her
body double. Their powerful father has
many enemies, and the world has grown
dangerous as the old order falls apart.
So while Rafi was raised to be the
perfect daughter, Frey has been taught
to kill. Her only purpose is to protect her
sister, to sacrifice herself for Rafi if she
must. When her father sends Frey in
Rafi's place as collateral in a precarious
deal, she becomes the perfect impostor.
But Col, the son of a rival leader, is
getting close enough to spot the killer
inside her. ...

The Secrets of Happy Families

Eight Keys to Building a Lifetime of
Connection and Contentment john
Wiley and Sons

Proven ways to create a more loving
family Research proves that happy
families are good for health, longevity,
peace of mind, productivity, and
success. In The Secrets of Happy
Families, Scott Haltzman offers an
original approach to building family
contentment that works for families of all
ethnicities and make-ups-two-parent,
single-parent, blended, childless, or
same-sex couple. He provides a "positive
psychology" way of solving family
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problems through strategy and
leadership, including knowing and
accepting who you are, taking a
leadership role in loving and united
relationships, building a network of
support in extended families and
communities, and making quality time
for fun, adventures, holidays, and rituals.

Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie
Millbrook Press ™

Abbie was afraid. She had never had to
keep the lights burning by herself. But
many lives depended on the lighthouse,
and Papa was depending on Abbie. This
is the exciting true story of Abbie
Burgess, who in 1856 single-handedly
kept the lighthouse lamps lit during a
tremendous storm off the coast of
Maine.

Midnight in the Garden of Good and
Evil Vintage

Shots rang out in Savannah's grandest
mansion in the misty,early morning
hours of May 2, 1981. Was it murder or
self-defense? For nearly a decade, the
shooting and its aftermath reverberated
throughout this hauntingly beautiful city
of moss-hung oaks and shaded squares.
John Berendt's sharply observed,
suspenseful, and witty narrative reads
like a thoroughly engrossing novel, and
yet it is a work of nonfiction. Berendt
skillfully interweaves a hugely
entertaining first-person account of life
in this isolated remnant of the Old South
with the unpredictable twists and turns
of a landmark murder case. It is a
spellbinding story peopled by a gallery of
remarkable characters: the well-bred
society ladies of the Married Woman's
Card Club; the turbulent young redneck
gigolo; the hapless recluse who owns a
bottle of poison so powerful it could kill
every man, woman, and child in



Savannah; the aging and profane
Southern belle who is the "soul of
pampered self-absorption”; the
uproariously funny black drag queen; the
acerbic and arrogant antiques dealer;
the sweet-talking, piano-playing con
artist; young blacks dancing the minuet
at the black debutante ball; and Minerva,
the voodoo priestess who works her
magic in the graveyard at midnight.
These and other Savannahians act as a
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Greek chorus, with Berendt revealing the
alliances, hostilities, and intrigues that
thrive in a town where everyone knows
everyone else. Midnight in the Garden of
Good and Evil is a sublime and seductive
reading experience. Brilliantly conceived
and masterfully written, this enormously
engaging portrait of a most beguiling
Southern city has become a modern
classic.
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