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Giggles in the Middle Maupin House
Publishing, Inc.

Jane Bell Kiester, author of the popular
Caught'ya! Grammar with a Giggle
series, has adapted her effective and fun
approach to meet the specific learning
needs of middle-school students. This
resource improves writing and editing
skills, raises test scores, engages
students, and creates classrooms filled
with giggles! Giggles in the Middle offers
middle-school teachers all the benefits of
the previous Caught'ya! books, plus
some helpful "extras" created especially
for the middle-school student. You'll find:
One continuous story, "The Bizarre
Mystery of Horribly Hard Middle School,"
divided into three parts, each with
enough sentences for an entire school
year; Classroom-tested writing
assignment suggestions, mini-lessons,
and teaching tips; "Almost-midterm" and
final exam tests for each grade, with
teacher keys; Easy-to-follow, step-by-
step instructions; Complete vocabulary
lists for words used in each story; and A
CD with the Grammar, Usage, and
Mechanics Guide for easy reference and
duplication; the complete, uninterrupted
story in narrative form; and the
Caught'ya! sentences. Giggles in the
Middle gives middle-school teachers the
perfect alternative to boring grammar
books and dry lectures. With this
flexible, proven approach to developing
grammar, usage, and mechanics (GUM)
skills, as well as vocabulary, everyone
has fun while they learn!

Caught'ya! Maupin House Publishing,
Inc.

Describes a teaching technique which
uses one sentence per lesson of a funny
story to help students in all grade levels
improve grammar

Caught 'ya Again! Maupin House
Publishing, Inc.

"Holy Moldy Bread Contest! Kiester
strikes again with four more stories plus
mini-lessons, writing workshops, and a
complete grammar reference. Solid
classroom-proven techniques turn
students into better writers. Includes
teacher keys, tests, and special notes for
the home school teacher. A time-saver
that really works!"

Eggbert, the Ball, Bounces by
Himself Maupin House Publishing, Inc.
"As Eggbert, an adventurous ball,
bounces his way into some very strange
places, your first-graders get practice
with basic punctuation, spelling, and
phonics. Story sentences on the CD are
formatted one to a page so you can
duplicate them easily or print them out
as editing journals for your students. The
cloze technique used throughout
provides practice with consonant
blending and diphthongs. For your
convenience, the included supplemental
CD contains the Caught'ya sentences
formatted in Word for duplication, along
with writing suggestions and activities, a
complete and easy-to-use grammar
reference with examples and teaching
tips, and other helpful tools."

The Chortling Bard Maupin House
Publishing, Inc.

Good grief! Is nothing sacred? Jane Bell
Kiester transforms Shakespeare's
Twelfth Night, A Midsummer Night's
Dream, and Much Ado about Nothing
into the best way ever to teach
grammar, mechanics, vocabulary, and
usage to high school students. Easy to
adapt to your specific needs, this fun
resource gives you three years' worth of
sentences, final tests with answer keys,
literary devices, daily vocabulary words,
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lesson plans, a handy grammar
reference, and a mix-and-match menu of
Elizabethan swear words. Created
especially to meet the needs of high
school teachers and students. By the
author of Caught'ya Grammar with a
Giggle, and Caught'ya Again! More
Grammar with a Giggle.

The Giggles Are Coming Penguin

A couple of friends can't keep from
laughing during class on the first day of
school, in this companion to The Yawns
Are Coming from the illustrator of the
Ordinary People Change the World
series! Two best friends are so excited to
go back to school. They're in the same
class, their classroom is full of art
supplies, and they've even made a new
friend. But then it happens: Just as the
teacher introduces herself, the GIGGLES
show up! They're everywhere and
impossible to escape. And as if that
wasn't embarrassing enough, soon a
GUFFAW shows up, and then the
CHUCKLES! What will their teacher think
if they can't avoid laughing in the middle
of her first lesson?

Putrescent Petra Finds Friends
Maupin House Publishing, Inc.

With Putrescent Petra Finds Friends,
second-grade students will have fun
learning vocabulary and practicing
punctuation, capitalization, verb tenses,
and paragraphing skills as they follow
the adventures of a skunk who befriends
a classroom. Clear instructions help you
integrate the proven Caught'ya
approach easily into your classroom. And
for your convenience, the supplemental
CD contains the Caught'ya sentences
formatted in Word for duplication, along
with writing suggestions and activities, a
complete and easy-to-use grammar
reference with examples and teaching

tips, and other helpful tools.

Elementary, My Dear! Maupin House
Pub

Interactive stories teach grammar,
usage, and mechanics in a writing
context, and also teach vocabulary and
reading comprehension; includes pre-
writing and writing activities.

Laughs, Hoots & Giggles Sterling
Publishing Company

An illustrated collection of riddles, jokes,
knock-knocks, put-downs, limericks, and
other silly verse.

Blowing Away the State Writing
Assessment Test Maupin House
Publishing, Inc.

Kiester provides teachers with the tools
they need to teach students how to
respond to any fiction or nonfiction
prompt with superior and creative
writing that incorporates solid writing-
craft principles. The CD contains
reproducibles along with graphic
organizers, practice prompts, and more.

B Is for Botox Andrews McMeel
Publishing

Remember when A was for apple? Well,
now (sigh) A is for aging. The A, B, Cs of
adulthood differ ever so slightly from the
popular grade school primers of the past
inside Ross and Kathryn Petras's B Is for
Botox: An Alphabet Book for the Middle-
Aged. This hilarious board book has a
fun, retro look and makes a unique gift
for grown-ups who don't necessarily
want to grow up. Dripping with sarcasm,
each letter will remind you that while
you still have your sense of humor, jokes
about aging seem to ring a little truer
than they used to! For example: A is for
Antique. Arnold sees his favorite
childhood toy, the Atomic Astro-Rocket,



on Antiques Roadshow. It is officially an
antique! "Hmm," thinks Arnold. "Does
this mean that now that I'm middle-
aged, I'm officially an antique?" Hmm. . .
What do you think?

The Snowy Nap Penguin

In this instant winter classic, Jan Brett's
Hedgie tries to stay awake so he doesn't
miss out on all the snowy fun his friends
are having. A chill is in the air, and as
Hedgie trundles around the farm all his
friends tell him of the winter-time fun he
will miss as he hibernates: Icicles
decorating the chicken coop! Lisa
making snowmen! The pond turned to
slippery ice! It sounds so amazing that
Hedgie decides to stay awake instead of
going to his burrow. But then, a
snowstorm starts. Luckily, Lisa finds him
and brings him to her home, so Hedgie
gets to see the wonders of winter from
inside the cozy house. From the creator
of winter classics like The Mitten, The
Animals' Santa, and The Three Snow
Bears comes another seasonal
adventure that is sure to warm the
heart.

Middle School: It's a Zoo in Here!
jimmy patterson

Rafe feels like a caged lion at his
summer job at the zoo--until a real lion
desperately needs his help. Rafe
Khatchadorian is days away from sweet,
sweet summer freedom until bad grades
threaten to land him in . . . SUMMER
SCHOOL. It's impossible to fail out of a
summer job, right? Wrong. He strikes out
at the zoo then grosses out at a
billionaire's country club: Digging a pit
for the annual clambake Scrubbing
chewed bubblegum, sooty fireplaces,
and . . . toilets Polishing the chrome on
his boss's ATV Rafe is destined for the
Failed Jobs Hall of Fame until an

encounter with an endangered lion puts
his wildlife knowledge to the test . .. and
it's more than his grade on the line this
time.

The Giggles are Coming

"A couple of friends can't keep from
laughing during the first day of school
and are worried what their teacher will
think if they can't avoid the giggles in
the middle of class"--

Pig Giggles and Rabbit Rhymes
Chronicle Books

Presents more than twenty simple
animal jokes.

Inside Out & Back Again Univ. of
Queensland Press

Through a series of poems, a young girl
chronicles the life-changing year of
1975, when she, her mother, and her
brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in
Alabama.

The Name Jar Knopf Books for Young
Readers

The new kid in school needs a new
name! Or does she? Being the new kid in
school is hard enough, but what about
when nobody can pronounce your name?
Having just moved from Korea, Unhei is
anxious that American kids will like her.
So instead of introducing herself on the
first day of school, she tells the class
that she will choose a name by the
following week. Her new classmates are
fascinated by this no-name girl and
decide to help out by filling a glass jar
with names for her to pick from. But
while Unhei practices being a Suzy,
Laura, or Amanda, one of her classmates
comes to her neighborhood and
discovers her real name and its special
meaning. On the day of her name
choosing, the name jar has mysteriously
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disappeared. Encouraged by her new
friends, Unhei chooses her own Korean
name and helps everyone pronounce
it—Yoon-Hey.

The Yawns Are Coming! Penguin

Kids will be giggling through their own
yawns as they enjoy this contagiously
adorable bedtime story by the New York
Times bestselling illustrator of the
Ordinary People Change the World
books. Two best friends have big plans
for their sleepover. They aren't going to
go to bed at all--they'll stay up playing
all night long. But then it happens: The
YAWNS show up! And as much as they
try to outrun and hide from them, it's no
use: The Yawns catch them. Maybe they
could keep going anyway, but then a
DOZE arrives . . . followed by the
dreaded SNORES. Will our heroes escape
the SLEEPIES? Need a funny bedtime
book that will stealthily bring on a
snooze and still have your child asking to
hear it night after night? Look no further
than The Yawns Are Coming!

Stick Dog Harper Collins

Introducing everyone's new best friend:
Stick Dog! Don't miss the very first book
in this bestselling funny illustrated
series. He'll make you laugh...he'll make
you cry...but above all, he'll make you
hungry! Follow Stick Dog as he goes on
an epic quest for the perfect burger.
With hilarious text and stick-figure
drawings, reluctant readers eat this one
up! Perfect for fans of such series as The
Last Kids on Earth, Dog Man, Big Nate,
Timmy Failure, and Diary of a Wimpy
Kid, this is the first book in the
bestselling Stick Dog series. A favorite of
readers ages 6 to 12, both avid and less
so, Stick Dog is a winner for those
looking for their next funny illustrated
middle grade book series. Other

favorites in the series include Stick Dog
Wants a Hot Dog, Stick Dog Chases a
Pizza, and many more!

Little Miss Giggles Penguin

They're back! Rediscover the zaniest and
most lovable characters you've ever met
in the Mr. Men and Little Miss series—the
best-selling, timeless, and universal
books, which have sold millions of copies
worldwide. Digitally available for the first
time, these bright, charming books, with
their easily recognizable characters, are
easy enough for young readers and witty
enough for adults. This fantastic read-to-
me edition is read by Audie and Grammy
award-winning narrator of Harry Potter,
Jim Dale, who perfectly captures each
character’s unique voice and personality.
Get ready to fall in love with Mr. Men and
Little Miss books all over again or for the
very first time!

Juan and Marie Join the Class Maupin
House Publishing, Inc.

In Juan and Marie Join the Class, third-
grade students will have fun learning
about the language and customs of
Mexico and France as they master
vocabulary, punctuation, literary
devices, and sentence structure. Clear
instructions help you integrate the
proven Caught'ya! approach easily into
your classroom. And for your
convenience, the supplemental CD
contains the Caught'ya! sentences
formatted in Word for duplication, along
with writing suggestions and activities, a
complete and easy-to-use grammar
reference with examples and teaching
tips, and other helpful tools.

A Tale of Two Besties Penguin

In ultra-cool Los Angeles, can two
freshman girls remain best friends
despite a tidal wave of high school



drama, or does growing up mean leaving
some friends behind?

The Pruwahaha Monster Kids Can
Press Ltd

A little boy goes with his father to swing
on his favorite swing. But a huuuuuge
monster has just woken up from a long
nap nearby, and it's very hungry — for
little children! As the monster creeps
closer and tries to scare the boy with its
fierce cry, “pruwwwahhahaha!” all the
boy does is laugh and swing. Is the boy
fearless? Or is there something he knows
about this monster that we don’t know?
The spine-tingling suspense will keep the
smallest thrill seekers on the edge of
their seats — then they’ll beg to hear it
one more time!

The Prophet Calls Simon and Schuster
Gentry Forrester feels lucky to live
among God’s chosen people in the
Prophet's compound, but when music is
outlawed, Gentry and her older brother,
Tanner, sneak out of the community.
When they return, all bets are off as the
Prophet exercises his control. Born into a
polygamous community in the foothills
of New Mexico, Gentry Forrester feels
lucky to live among God’s chosen. Here,
she lives apart from the outside world
and its “evils.” On her thirteenth
birthday, Gentry receives a new violin
from her father and, more than anything,
she wants to play at the Santa Fe Music
Festival with her brother, Tanner. But
then the Prophet calls from prison and
announces he has outlawed music in
their community and now forbids women
to leave. Determined to play, Gentry and
Tanner sneak out. But once they return,
the Prophet exercises control from
prison, and it has devastating
consequences for Gentry and her family.
Soon, everything Gentry has known is

turned upside down. She begins to
guestion the Prophet’s teachings and his
revelations, especially when his latest
orders put Gentry’s family in danger.
Can Gentry find a way to protect herself
and her family from the Prophet and
escape the only life she’'s ever known?
This realistic, powerful story of family,
bravery, and following your dreams is a
can't-miss debut novel from Melanie
Sumrow.

I Funny Jimmy Patterson

In James Patterson's heartwarming #1
New York Times bestseller, middle
schooler Jamie Grimm faces bullying and
self-doubt as he chases his dream to
become the world's greatest comedian.
Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a
mission: he wants to become the world's
greatest standup comedian--even if he
doesn't have a lot to laugh about these
days. He's new in town and stuck living
with his aunt, uncle, and their evil son
Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's
wheelchair stop him from messing with
Jamie as much as possible. But Jamie
doesn't let his situation get him down.
When his Uncle Frankie mentions a
contest called The Planet's Funniest Kid
Comic, Jamie knows he has to enter. But
are the judges only rewarding him out of
pity because of his wheelchair, like
Stevie suggests? Will Jamie ever share
the secret of his troubled past instead of
hiding behind his comedy act? Following
the bestselling success of the hilarious
Middle School, The Worst Years of My
Life, James Patterson continues to dish
out the funnies in another highly-
illustrated, heartfelt middle school story.
(Includes more than 175 black-and-white
illustrations.)

The Terrible Two Abrams
Miles Murphy is not happy to be moving
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to Yawnee Valley, a sleepy town that's
famous for one thing and one thing only:
cows. In his old school, everyone knew
him as the town’s best prankster, but
Miles quickly discovers that Yawnee
Valley already has a prankster, and a
great one. If Miles is going to take the
title from this mystery kid, he is going to
have to raise his game. It’s prankster
against prankster in an epic war of
trickery, until the two finally decide to
join forces and pull off the biggest prank
ever seen: a prank so huge that it would
make the members of the International
Order of Disorder proud. In The Terrible
Two, bestselling authors and friends Mac
Barnett and Jory John have created a
series that has its roots in classic middle-
grade literature yet feels fresh and new
at the same time. Advance Praise for
The Terrible Two “A double helping of
fun and mischiefla€? —Jeff kinney,
author of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Series “The pranks, the brotherhood, the
art, the heart! What's not to love about
the Terrible Two?a€? —Sara
Pennypacker, author of the Clementine
series “You don’t have to be a cow, like
cows, or even know a cow to love the
Terrible Two.a€? —Dave Eggers “This
book is terrible! Terribly funny, terribly
full of pranks, and terribly wonderful.a€?
—Jon Scieszka, author of The Stinky
Cheese Man and the Frank Einstein
series “The Terrible Two are my kind of
kids. And what's more, they're kids’ kind
of kids.a€? —Annie Barrows, author of
the lvy & Bean series “Hilarious.a€?
—Dav Pilkey, author of the Captain
Underpants series

Look Both Ways Simon and Schuster
"A collection of ten short stories that all
take place in the same day about kids
walking home from school"--

Writing, Grades 5 - 12 Mark Twain
Media

Write on! Write with students in grades 5
and up using Writing: Fundamentals for
the Middle-School Classroom. This 128-
page book helps students learn how to
express themselves through writing. It
provides open-ended lessons of personal
writing, descriptive writing, short stories,
poetry, and reports. This excellent
classroom supplement also includes
chapters arranged in order of increasing
difficulty and activities that allow
students to choose their own writing
topics. It supports Common Core State
Standards, NCTE and IRA standards.

You're Finally Here! Kids Can Press Ltd
A rabbit in a picture book is very glad
when a reader turns up.

Dozens of Doughnuts Penguin

A generous but increasingly put-upon
bear makes batch after batch of
doughnuts for her woodland friends
without saving any for herself in this
delightful debut picture book about
counting, sharing, and being a good
friend. LouAnn (a bear) is making a
doughnut feast in preparation for her
long winter's nap. But just before she
takes the first bite, DING DONG! Her
friend Woodrow (a woodchuck) drops by.
LouAnn is happy to share her doughnuts,
but as soon as she and Woodrow sit
down to eat, DING DING! Clyde (a
raccoon) is at the door. One by one,
LouAnn's friends come over--Topsy (an
opossum) and then Moufette (a skunk)
and then Chip and Chomp (chipmunks)--
until it's one big party. Louann welcomes
her surprise guests and makes batch
after batch of doughnuts, always
dividing them equally among her friends.
But she makes one BIG miscalculation.
Soon LouAnn's kitchen is bare, winter is



near, and she's had nothing to eat at all!

Funny Girl Penguin

A collection of humorous stories from
over two dozen contemporary female
writers, as well as autobiographical
essays, comics, poems, and comic strips.

| Hope They Serve Beer In Hell
Citadel

The “highly entertaining and thoroughly
reprehensible” #1 New York Times
bestseller—now with sixteen pages of
photos and a new introduction (The New
York Times). My name is Tucker Max,
and | am an asshole. | get excessively
drunk at inappropriate times, disregard
social norms, indulge every whim, ignore
the consequences of my actions, mock
idiots and posers, sleep with more
women than is safe or reasonable, and
just generally act like a raging dickhead.
But, | do contribute to humanity in one
very important way: | share my
adventures with the world. --from the
Introduction Actual reader feedback: "I
find it truly appalling that there are
people in the world like you. You are a
disgusting, vile, repulsive, repugnant,
foul creature. Because of you, | don’t
believe in God anymore. No just God
would allow someone like you to exist."
"I'll stay with God as my lord, but you
are my savior. | just finished reading
your brilliant stories, and | laughed so
hard | almost vomited. | want to bring
that kind of joy to people. You're an
artist of the highest order and a true
humanitarian to boot. I'm in both shock
and awe at how much | want to be you."

Bear Says Thanks Simon and Schuster
In this playful and charmingly illustrated
Classic Board Book, Bear has so much to
give thanks for! What better way for
Bear to say thanks than over a nice, big

10

dinner? Bear decides to throw a feast!
One by one, Bear’s friends show up with
different platters of delicious food to
share. There’s just one problem: Bear’s
cupboards are bare! What is he to do?

Speed Bump IDW Publishing

This silver anniversary edition of Dave
Coverly’s Reuben award-winning Speed
Bump collects 300 of his best cartoons
into one full-color book. 25 years of
ideas. 25 years of drawings. 25 years of
coffee. Man, that's a lot of coffee.
Coverly’s work has appeared in over 400
newspapers, including the Washington
Post, the Los Angeles Times, and the
Detroit Free Press, as well as in Parade
magazine, textbooks, greeting cards,
and even on that internet thingy. Dry
and gentle not only describes Dave’'s
hands, but his sense of humor as well.
And while there are no guarantees in
life, this new collection of Speed Bump
cartoons hopes to make you think, smile,
snort awkwardly, rethink, pause for a
bathroom break, maybe get a second
cup of coffee, and return to read a few
more before realizing you really should
be doing something a little more
productive.

Galileo's Middle Finger Penguin Books
"Galileo's Middle Finger is historian Alice
Dreger's eye-opening story of life in the
trenches of scientific controversy.
Dreger's chronicle begins with her own
research into the treatment of people
born intersex (once called
hermaphrodites). Realization of the
shocking surgical and ethical abuses
conducted in the name of "normalizing"
intersex children's gender identities
moved Dreger to become an
internationally recognized patient rights
activist. But even as the intersex rights
movement succeeded, Dreger began to

10
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realize how some fellow activists were
using lies and personal attacks to silence
scientisis whose data revealed
uncomfortable truths about humans. In
researching one case, Dreger suddenly
became a target of just these kinds of
attacks. Troubled, she decided to try to
understand more -- to travel the country
and seek a global view of the nature and
costs of these damaging battles.
Galileo's Middle Finger describes
Dreger's long and harrowing journeys
between the two camps for which she
felt equal empathy: social justice
activists determined to win and
researchers determined to put hard
truths before comfort. What emerges is
a lesson about the intertwining of justice
and truth-- and about the importance of
responsible scholars and journalists to
our fragile democracy." --

Mel Fell HarperCollins

A Caldecott Honor Book and ALA Notable
Book of the Year! An innovative and
charming tale about a plucky little bird,
from the award-winning author-
illustrator of Fox the Tiger. Readers will
delight in turning their book sideways
and upside down to follow Mel on her
journey from downward fall to
triumphant flight in this tale of self-
confidence and taking a leap of faith.
Please note: For the best reading
experience, ebook customers may want
to lock the orientation of their device
before beginning to read. An especially
enjoyable and satisfying read-aloud!
Sometimes, you might fall down, down,
down, before you learn to fly up, up,

up...

111 One-Minute Monologues Smith &
Kraus Books for Kids

Do all the people in books seem boring
for teens? Not anymore!Now they can
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be:oAnimated, Mythical, and Biblical
Figuresolcons of Literature, Art, and
FashionoStars of TV, Film, and
MusicoWorld LeadersoRevolutionaries
and InnovatorsoAthletes and
AdventurersoPresidents, Vice Presidents,
and First LadiesoScientists, Inventors,
Doctors, and NursesoSpies, Informers,
Reporters, Newsmakers, and Money
Takersln school, people can seem
perfect and dull to teens. In this new
book by Kristen Dabrowski, celebrities of
history, science, and politics, as well as
fictional characters are reimagined as
'tween and teens. In original, diverse
roles from comic to dramatic, they can
play the part of:oAlbert EinsteinoMarie
AntoinetteojJames BondoEmily
DickinsonoMr. CleanoHillary
ClintonoRosa ParksoPersephoneoDavy
CrocketoPablo PicassooCoco
ChaneloAgatha CristieoMr. RogersoZsa
Zsa GaboroFidel CastrooHannibalPlus, a
game has been built into this book. The
monologues are organized into
categories but individual speakers are
not identified by name. It's up to you to
guess who's who! (Answers are at the
back of each chapter, but don't peek!) A
handy name index has also been
included to help find that specific
character. A fun read for students and a
great tool for teachers to help
incorporate history and social studies
into their curriculum in a engaging and
active way, these monologues are
surefire winners in auditions or the
classroom.KRISTEN DABROWSKI is an
actress, writer, teacher, and director
residing in New York City. She has
performed all across the United States
and the United Kingdom. Her other
books, published by Smith and Kraus,
include 111 Monologues for Middle
School Actors Volume 1, The Ultimate
Audition Book for Teens Volume lll, the



10+ play series, the Teens Speak series,
20 Ten-Minute Plays for Teens, and 111
One-Minute Monologues for Teens: Just
Comedy!

Maggie & Abby's Neverending Pillow
Fort HarperCollins

A sparkling new series about two best
friends on the adventure of a lifetime!
Maggie’s been waiting for her best friend
Abby to get home from Camp
Cantaloupe for SIX. WHOLE. WEEKS. But
now that Abby's finally home,
she’s...different. All New Abby wants to
do is talk about camp things and plan
campy activities—she even has the
nerve to call Maggie’'s massive, award-
worthy pillow fort a “cabin.” But hey, at
least she’s willing to build a “cabin” of
her own. And when Maggie discovers
that a pillow in the back of her fort
mysteriously leads right into Abby’s new
one, the two friends are suddenly just an
arm’s length away. Soon they’re adding
links and building more forts, until
Maggie looks behind one pillow too many
and finds herself face-to-face with...the
authorities. Turns out their little pillow
fort network isn't the first to exist. A
massive network of linked-up pillow and
sofa forts already spans the globe, and
the kids who run it are not happy with
Maggie and Abby. With just three days to
pass their outrageous entrance
requirements or lose the links forever,
Maggie and Abby pull out all the stops to
try to save their network. There’s only a
little bit of summer left to burn, and
Maggie and Abby are both determined to
win back their pillow fort freedom. But
can their friendship—and their scrappy
homemade network—survive the
mission?

And Then They Stopped Talking to
Me Crown
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Through the stories of kids and parents
in the middle school trenches, a New
York Times bestselling author reveals
why these years are so painful, how
parents unwittingly make them worse,
and what we all need to do to grow up.
“As the parent of a middle schooler, | felt
as if Judith Warner had peered into my
life—and the lives of many of my
patients. This is a gift to our kids and
their future selves.”—Lori Gottlieb,
author of Maybe You Should Talk to
Someone The French have a name for
the uniquely hellish years between
elementary school and high school: I'age
ingrat, or “the ugly age.” Characterized
by a perfect storm of developmental
changes—physical, psychological, and
social—the middle school years are a
time of great distress for children and
parents alike, marked by hurt, isolation,
exclusion, competition, anxiety, and
often outright cruelty. Some of this is
inevitable; there are intrinsic challenges
to early adolescence. But these years
are harder than they need to be, and
Judith Warner believes that adults are
complicit. With deep insight and
compassion, Warner walks us through a
new understanding of the role that
middle school plays in all our lives. She
argues that today’s helicopter parents
are overly concerned with status and
achievement—in some ways a residual
effect of their own middle school
experiences—and that this worsens the
self-consciousness, self-absorption, and
social “sorting” so typical of early
adolescence. Tracing a century of
research on middle childhood and
bringing together the voices of social
scientists, psychologists, educators, and
parents, Warner's book shows how
adults can be moral role models for
children, making them more empathetic,
caring, and resilient. She encourages us
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to start treating middle schoolers as the
complex people they are, holding them
to high standards of kindness, and
helping them see one another as more
than “jocks and mean girls, nerds and
sluts.” Part cultural critique and part call
to action, this essential book unpacks
one of life’s most formative periods and
shows how we can help our children not
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only survive it but thrive.

The Wretched Stone Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

A strange glowing stone picked up on a
sea voyage captivates a ship's crew and
has a terrible transforming effect on
them.



