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How Soccer Explains the World

An Unlikely Theory of Globalization Harper Perennial
Soccer is much more than a game, or even a way of life. It's a
perfect window into the crosscurrents of today's world, with all its
joys and sorrows. In this remarkably insightful, wide-ranging work
of reportage, Franklin Foer takes us on a surprising tour through
the  world  of  soccer,  shining  a  spotlight  on  the  clash  of
civilizations,  the  international  economy,  and  just  about
everything  in  between.  How Soccer  Explains  the  World  is  an
utterly original book that makes sense of our troubled times.

How Soccer Explains the World

An Unlikely Theory of Globalization Harper Collins
“An eccentric, fascinating exposé of a world most of us know
nothing  about.”  —The  New  York  Times  Book  Review  "An
insightful,  entertaining,  brainiac  sports  road  trip."  —The  Wall
Street  Journal  "Foer’s  skills  as  a  narrator  are  enviable.  His
characterizations… are comparable to those in Norman Mailer's
journalism." —The Boston Globe A groundbreaking work—named
one  of  the  five  most  influential  sports  books  of  the  decade  by
Sports Illustrated—How Soccer Explains the World is a unique and
brilliantly illuminating look at soccer, the world’s most popular
sport, as a lens through which to view the pressing issues of our
age, from the clash of civilizations to the global economy.

How Soccer Explains the World

An Unlikely Theory of Globalization Harper Collins
Provides an analysis of the sport's reflection of history as well as
its  modern  influence  and  identifies  commonalities  between
tribalism  and  globalization,  explaining  how  such  factors  as
terrorism, poverty,  racism, and religion contribute to how the
gameis played today.

How Soccer Explains the World

An Unlikely Theory of Globalization Harper Collins
Casting soccer as a metaphor representative of  today's world
issues, an analysis of the sport's reflection of history as well as its
modern influence identifies commonalities between tribalism and
globalization, explaining how such factors as terrorism, poverty,
racism, and religion contribute to how the game is played today.

Globalization  in  Foer's  How Soccer  Explains  the  World
GRIN Verlag
Seminar  paper  from  the  year  2010  in  the  subject  English  -
Literature, Works, grade: 1,3, University of Maryland University
College  in  Heidelberg,  course:  Non-Fiction,  language:  English,
abstract: Most Americans would agree that watching football on
the weekends and rooting for their favorite team is an integral
part of Americanism. Therefore, it is not surprising that popular
sports  writing  in  the  United  States  usually  covers  American
football or baseball as stated in Don DeLillo's famous prologue
"The Triumph of Death" to his novel Underworld. Franklin Foer
breaks  this  tradition  by  introducing  soccer  to  an  American
audience. Foer's book has been quite successful, as ESPN ranks it
among the top four books written on the culture of soccer (Caple
1). Foer does not only discuss sports, but he also journeys from
stadium to stadium around the globe to provide new insight on
today's world events. He uses the globalized medium of soccer to
explain political, economic and social occurrences. In this essay, I
wil l  look  at  chapters  seven  and  nine  in  which  Foer's
argumentation is political. Therefore, this can be considered both
sports, as well as political writing. How Soccer Explains the World
is  organized  into  ten  chapters,  which  can  be  read  as  three
different parts with regard to content. "The first third of the book
explores globalization's failure to erode the game's great rivalries
and  the  hatreds  they  can  produce"  (Young  1).  Foer  then
elaborates on the role of soccer in politics and economics when
he explains the rise of the oligarchs and the corruption that was
included in this process. In the last part of the book, the role
soccer plays in preserving nationalism and for returning to the
idea of tribalism is looked at in-depth.

Gaming the World



How Soccer Explains The World 3

3

How Sports  Are  Reshaping  Global  Politics  and  Culture
Princeton University Press
The  globalizing  influence  of  professional  sports  Professional
sports  today  have  truly  become  a  global  force,  a  common
language  that  anyone,  regardless  of  their  nationality,  can
understand. Yet sports also remain distinctly local, with regional
teams and the fiercely loyal local fans that follow them. This book
examines  the  twenty-first-century  phenomenon  of  global  sports,
in  which  professional  teams  and  their  players  have  become
agents of globalization while at the same time fostering deep-
seated  and  antagonistic  local  allegiances  and  spawning  new
forms of cultural conflict and prejudice. Andrei Markovits and Lars
Rensmann take readers into the exciting global  sports  scene,
showing how soccer, football, baseball, basketball, and hockey
have  given  rise  to  a  collective  identity  among  millions  of
predominantly  male  fans  in  the  United  States,  Europe,  and
around the rest of the world. They trace how these global—and
globalizing—sports  emerged  from  local  pastimes  in  America,
Britain, and Canada over the course of the twentieth century, and
how  regionalism  continues  to  exert  its  divisive  influence  in  new
and potentially explosive ways. Markovits and Rensmann explore
the complex interplay between the global and the local in sports
today, demonstrating how sports have opened new avenues for
dialogue  and  shared  interest  internationally  even  as  they
reinforce  old  antagonisms  and  create  new ones.  Gaming  the
World reveals the pervasive influence of sports on our daily lives,
making all of us citizens of an increasingly cosmopolitan world
while affirming our local, regional, and national identities.

Soccer in a Football World WSC Books Limited
Deals with the history of soccer in the USA.

Football School

Where Football Explains the World
Synopsis coming soon.......

How Football Explains America Triumph Books
ESPN's Sal Paolantonio explores just how crucial  football  is  to
understanding  the  American  psyche  Using  some of  the  most
prominent voices in pro sports and cultural and media criticism,
"How Football  Explains  America"  is  a  fascinating,  first-of-its-kind
journey  through  the  making  of  America's  most  complex,
intriguing,  and  popular  game.  It  tackles  varying  American
themes--from Manifest Destiny to "fourth and one"--as it answers
the age-old question Why does America love football so much?
An  unabashedly  celebratory  explanation  of  America's  love  affair
with the game and the men who make it  possible,  this  work
sheds light on how the pioneers and cowboys helped create a
game  that  resembled  their  march  across  the  continent.  It
explores why rugby and soccer don't excite the American male
like  football  does  and  how  the  game's  rules  are  continually
changing to enhance the dramatic action and create a better
narrative. It  also investigates the eternal appeal of the heroic
quarterback position, the sport's rich military lineage, and how
the burgeoning medium of television identified and exploited the
NFL's great characters. It is a must read for anyone interested in
more fully understanding not only the game but also the nation in
which it thrives. Updated throughout and with a new introduction,
this edition brings "How Football Explains America" to paperback
for the first time.

Where Football Saves the World
This book is packed with awesome true stories, real science and
fascinating facts and will make you laugh loads - and it's all about

football. What is a vomitory? When do footballers wee? Where do
goalkeepers  let  in  chickens?  When  did  women  start  playing
football?  You'll  find the  answers  to  these  questions  and more  in
chapters  on  subjects  such  as  biology,  maths  and  history.
Illustrated  throughout  with  hilarious  cartoons  and  filled  with
laugh-out-loud gags this is the perfect book for any boy or girl
who loves football.

Contested Fields

A Global History of Modern Football  University of Toronto
Press
Interrogating  the  costs  and  benefits  of  the  game's  controversial
path to global pre-eminence, Contested Fields shows how and
why football matters in the modern world - as part of the social
fabric and as a site of political power and resistance.

Soccer Against the Enemy

How the  World's  Most  Popular  Sport  Starts  and  Fuels
Revolutions and Keeps Dictators in Power Nation Books
Soccer is much more than just the most popular game in the
world. It  is a matter of life and death for millions around the
world, an international lingua franca. Simon Kuper traveled to
twenty-two  countries  to  discover  the  sometimes  bizarre  effect
soccer can have on politics and culture. At the same time he tried
to discover what makes different countries play a simple game so
differently.  Kuper  meets  a  remarkable  variety  of  fans  along  the
way,  from  the  East  Berliner  persecuted  by  the  Stasi  for
supporting his local team, to the Argentine general with his own
views on tactics. He also illuminates the frightening intersection
between  soccer  and  politics,  particularly  in  the  wake  of  the
attacks of 9-11, where soccer is obsessed over by the likes of
Osama bin Laden. The result is one of the world's most acclaimed
books on the game, and an astonishing study of soccer and its
place in the world.

Insurrections of the Mind

100  Years  of  Politics  and  Culture  in  America  Harper
Perennial
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of The New Republic, an
extraordinary anthology of essays culled from the archives of the
acclaimed  and  influential  magazine.  Founded  by  Herbert  Croly
and  Walter  Lippmann  in  1914  to  give  voice  to  the  growing
progressive  movement,  The  New  Republic  has  charted  and
shaped the state of American liberalism, publishing many of the
twentieth century’s most important thinkers. Insurrections of the
Mind is an intellectual biography of this great American political
tradition. In seventy essays, organized chronologically by decade,
a  stunning  collection  of  writers  explore  the  pivotal  issues  of
modern America. Weighing in on the New Deal; America’s role in
war;  the rise and fall  of  communism; religion,  race,  and civil
rights;  the  economy,  terrorism,  technology;  and the  women’s
movement and gay rights, the essays in this outstanding volume
speak to The New Republic’s breathtaking ambition and reach.
Introducing each article,  editor  Franklin  Foer  provides colorful
biographical  sketches  and  amusing  anecdotes  from  the
magazine’s history. Bold and brilliant, Insurrections of the Mind is
a celebration of a cultural, political,  and intellectual institution
that has stood the test  of  time.  Contributors include:  Virginia
Woolf, Vladimir Nabokov, George Orwell, Graham Greene, Philip
Roth, Pauline Kael, Michael Lewis, Zadie Smith, William Faulkner,
Ralph  Ellison,  James  Wolcott,  D.  H.  Lawrence,  John  Maynard
Keynes, Langston Hughes, John Updike, and Margaret Talbot.
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The Miracle of Castel Di Sangro Crown Publishing Group (NY)
A journey to Castel Di Sangro, an Italian village that stunned the
soccer  world  with  its  team's  unexpected  success,  offers  a
portrayal  of  the  emotion  that  swept  the  town.

Soccer in Mind

A  Thinking  Fan's  Guide  to  the  Global  Game  Rutgers
University Press
From the FIFA World Cup to pick-up games at your local park,
soccer  is  the  closest  thing  in  our  world  to  a  universal
entertainment. Many writers use this global popularity to describe
the game’s winners and losers, but what happens when we use
social  science  to  explore  how  soccer  intersects  with  culture,
society, and the self? This book provides a thinking fan’s guide to
the world’s most popular game, proposing a way of engaging
soccer  that  sparks  intellectual  curiosity  and  employs  critical
consciousness.  Using stories  and data,  along with  ideas  from
sociology, psychology, and across the social sciences, it provides
readers  with  new  ways  of  understanding  fanaticism,  peak
performance,  talent  development,  and  more.  Drawing  on
concepts  ranging  from  cognitive  bias  to  globalization,  it
illuminates meanings of  the game for  players  and fans while
investigating  impacts  on  our  lives  and  communities.  While  it
considers  soccer  cultures  across  the  globe,  the  book  also
analyzes what makes U.S. soccer culture special,  including its
embrace  of  the  women’s  game.  As  a  scholar,  former  minor
league  player  and  coach,  and  fan,  Andrew  Guest  offers  a
distinctive perspective on soccer in society. Whatever name you
call it, and whatever your interest in it, Soccer in Mind will enrich
your own view of the one truly global game.

Soccer Vs. the State

Tackling Football and Radical Politics
Soccer  has  turned  into  a  multi-billion-dollar  industry.
Professionalism and commercialization dominate its global image.
Yet the game retains a rebellious side, maybe more so than any
other sport co-opted by money makers and corrupt politicians.
From its roots in working-class England to political protests by
players and fans, and a current radical soccer underground, the
notion of football as the "people's game" has been kept alive by
numerous individuals,  teams, and communities.  This book not
only  traces  this  history,  but  also  reflects  on  common  criticisms:
soccer  ferments  nationalism,  serves  right-wing  powers,  and
fosters  competitiveness.  Acknowledging  these  concerns,
alternative  perspectives  on  the  game  are  explored,  down  to
practical examples of egalitarian DIY soccer! Soccer vs. the State
serves both as an orientation for the politically conscious football
supporter and as an inspiration for those who try to pursue the
love  of  the  game  away  from  televisions  and  big  stadiums,
bringing  it  to  back  alleys  and  muddy  pastures.  This  second
edition  has  been  expanded  to  cover  events  of  recent  years,
including the involvement of soccer fans in the Middle Eastern
uprisings of 2011-2013, the FIFA scandal of 2015, and the 2017
strike by the Danish women's team.

Soccer Empire

The World Cup and the Future of France Univ of California
Press
"Laurent  Dubois  mines  the  history  of  French  soccer  for
fascinating theories and riveting stories. His understanding of the
relationship  between the game and politics  is  subtle,  leading
readers deep into important discussions about race and national

identity. For those of us who admired the poetics of Les Bleus this
is  essential  reading."—Franklin  Foer,  author  of  How  Soccer
Explains the World "Laurent Dubois is historian, fan and graceful
writer all in one. In soccer, he has found an innovative way to
explore France and its empire. A serious book and an excellent
read."—Simon Kuper, author of Soccernomics "Beautifully lyrical
and  authoritative.  We meet  a  host  of  players,  colonized  and
colonizer, following them from their original playing fields—a vast
lawn,  a  concrete  lot—to  their  triumphs  in  national  and
international play." —Alice Kaplan, author of The Interpreter "This
book  is  a  brilliant,  beautifully  written,  and  unique  history  of
French  colonialism  and  post-coloniality  through  the  lens  of
football/soccer.  Dubois  weaves  an  eminently  readable  and
engaging narrative that tracks tensions around race and national
identity  through  the  biographies  of  key  football  players  and
officials  who  became  iconic  of  the  aspirations  of  peripheral
subjects of  the French empire.  More than a simple history of
French football, the book amounts to a description of France's
imperial project and an incisive reflection on the race question in
contemporary France. It will  please both fans of the 'beautiful
game' and those inclined to dismiss sports as but the opium of
the  masses."—Paul  Silverstein,  author  of  Algeria  in  France:
Transpolitics, Race and Nation

Beautiful Game Theory

How Soccer Can Help Economics Princeton University Press
A wealth of research in recent decades has seen the economic
approach  to  human  behavior  extended  over  many  areas
previously considered to belong to sociology, political  science,
law,  and  other  fields.  Research  has  also  shown  that  economics
can provide insight into many aspects of sports, including soccer.
Beautiful  Game Theory  is  the  first  book that  uses  soccer  to  test
economic theories and document novel human behavior. In this
brilliant  and  entertaining  book,  Ignacio  Palacios-Huerta
illuminates economics through the world's most popular sport. He
offers  unique  and  often  startling  insights  into  game  theory  and
microeconomics,  covering  topics  such  as  mixed  strategies,
discrimination, incentives, and human preferences. He also looks
at  finance,  experimental  economics,  behavioral  economics,  and
neuroeconomics.  Soccer  provides  rich  data  sets  and
environments that shed light on universal economic principles in
interesting  and  useful  ways.  Essential  reading  for  students,
researchers, and sports enthusiasts, Beautiful Game Theory is the
first book to show what soccer can do for economics.

Jewish Jocks

An Unorthodox Hall of Fame Twelve
2012  National  Jewish  Book  Award  Winner  JEWISH  JOCKS:  AN
UNORTHODOX  HALL  OF  FAME  is  a  timeless  collection  of
biographical  musings,  sociological  riffs  about  assimilation,  first-
person  reflections,  and,  above  all,  great  writing  on  some  of  the
most influential  and unexpected pioneers in the world of  sports.
Featuring  work  by  today's  preeminent  writers,  these  essays
explore  significant  Jewish  athletes,  coaches,  broadcasters,
trainers,  and  even team owners  (in  the  finite  universe  of  Jewish
Jocks, they count!). Contributors include some of today's most
celebrated writers covering a vast assortment of topics, including
David Remnick on the biggest mouth in sports, Howard Cosell;
Jonathan Safran Foer on the prodigious and pugnacious Bobby
Fischer;  Man  Booker  Prize-winner  Howard  Jacobson  writing
elegantly on Marty Reisman, America's greatest ping-pong player
and the sport's ultimate showman. Deborah Lipstadt examines
the  continuing  legacy  of  the  Munich  Massacre,  the  fortieth
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anniversary of which coincided with the 2012 London Olympics.
Jane  Leavy  reveals  why  Sandy  Koufax  agreed  to  attend  her
daughter's bat mitzvah. And we learn how Don Lerman single-
handedly thrust competitive eating into the public eye with three
pounds of butter and 120 jalapeño peppers. These essays are
supplemented by a cover design and illustrations throughout by
Mark  Ulriksen.  From  settlement  houses  to  stadiums  and
everywhere in between, JEWISH JOCKS features men and women
who  do  not  always  fit  the  standard  athletic  mold.  Rather,  they
utilized talents long prized by a people of the book (and a people
of commerce) to game these games to their advantage, in turn
forcing the rest of the world to either copy their methods-or be
left in their dust.

The Ball is Round

A Global History of Soccer Penguin
The definitive book about soccer, from the author of The Games:
A  Global  History  of  the  Olympics.  There  may  be  no  cultural
practice more global than soccer. Rites of birth and marriage are
infinitely diverse, but the rules of soccer are universal.  No world
religion can match its geographical scope. The single greatest
simultaneous human collective experience is the World Cup final.
In this extraordinary tour de force, David Goldblatt tells the full
story of soccer's rise from chaotic folk ritual to the world's most
popular  sport-now poised  to  fully  establish  itself  in  the  USA.
Already celebrated internationally, The Ball Is Round illuminates
soccer's  role  in  the  political  and  social  histories  of  modern
societies, but never loses sight of the beauty, joy, and excitement
of the game itself.

Bloody Confused!

A Clueless American Sportswriter Seeks Solace in English
Soccer Random House Digital, Inc.
A jaded American sportswriter describes his move to Britain and
his immersion in the confusing world of English soccer, focusing
on the Portsmouth team throughout their 2006-2007 season and
their  enthusiastic,  fanatical  followers.  Original.  17,500  first
printing.

Africa United

Soccer, Passion, Politics, and the First World Cup in Africa
Harper Collins
Africa United is the story of modern day Africa told through its
soccer.  Travelling across thirteen countries,  from Cairo to the
Cape, Steve Bloomfield, the former Africa Correspondent for The
Independent,  meets  players  and  fans,  politicians  and  rebel
leaders, discovering the role that soccer has played in shaping
the continent. This wide-ranging and incisive book investigates
Africa’s  love  of  soccer,  its  increasing  global  influence,  the  build-
up  to  the  2010 World  Cup itself  and  the  social  and  political
backdrop to the greatest show on earth.

World Without Mind

The Existential Threat of Big Tech Penguin
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 • One of
the best books of the year by The New York Times, LA Times, and
NPR Franklin  Foer  reveals  the existential  threat  posed by big
tech, and in his brilliant polemic gives us the toolkit to fight their
pervasive influence. Over the past few decades there has been a
revolution in terms of who controls knowledge and information.
This  rapid  change  has  imperiled  the  way  we  think.  Without

pausing to consider the cost, the world has rushed to embrace
the products and services of four titanic corporations. We shop
with  Amazon;  socialize  on  Facebook;  turn  to  Apple  for
entertainment;  and  rely  on  Google  for  information.  These  firms
sell their efficiency and purport to make the world a better place,
but what they have done instead is to enable an intoxicating level
of  daily  convenience.  As  these  companies  have  expanded,
marketing  themselves  as  champions  of  individuality  and
pluralism, their algorithms have pressed us into conformity and
laid  waste  to  privacy.  They  have  produced  an  unstable  and
narrow culture of misinformation, and put us on a path to a world
without private contemplation, autonomous thought, or solitary
introspection—a world without mind. In order to restore our inner
lives, we must avoid being coopted by these gigantic companies,
and understand the ideas that underpin their success. Elegantly
tracing  the  intellectual  history  of  computer  science—from
Descartes and the enlightenment to Alan Turing to Stewart Brand
and the hippie origins of today's Silicon Valley—Foer exposes the
dark underpinnings of our most idealistic dreams for technology.
The  corporate  ambitions  of  Google,  Facebook,  Apple,  and
Amazon, he argues, are trampling longstanding liberal  values,
especially  intellectual  property  and privacy.  This  is  a  nascent
stage  in  the  total  automation  and  homogenization  of  social,
political, and intellectual life. By reclaiming our private authority
over how we intellectually engage with the world, we have the
power to stem the tide. At stake is nothing less than who we are,
and what we will become. There have been monopolists in the
past but today's corporate giants have far more nefarious aims.
They’re  monopolists  who  want  access  to  every  facet  of  our
identities and influence over every corner of our decision-making.
Until now few have grasped the sheer scale of the threat. Foer
explains not just the looming existential crisis but the imperative
of resistance.

National Pastime

How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World
Plays Soccer Brookings Institution Press
Szymanski and Zimbalist pay special attention to the rich and
complex evolution of baseball from its beginnings in America, and
they trace modern soccer from its foundation in England through
its subsequent expansion across the world.

However Tall the Mountain

A Dream, Eight Girls, and a Journey Home Hachette Books
A ball can start a revolution. Born in Kabul, Awista Ayub escaped
with her family to Connecticut in 1981, when she was two years
old,  but  her  connection  to  her  heritage  remained  strong.  An
athlete her whole life, she was inspired to start the Afghan Youth
Sports Exchange after September 11, 2001, as a way of uniting
girls of Afghanistan and giving them hope for their future. She
chose soccer because little more than a ball and a field is needed
to  play;  however,  the  courage  it  would  take  for  girls  in
Afghanistan to do this would have to be tremendous--and the
social change it could bring about by making a loud and clear
statement for Afghan women was enough to convince Awista that
it was possible, and even necessary. Under Taliban rule, girls in
Afghanistan  couldn't  play  outside  of  their  homes,  let  alone
participate in a sport on a team. So, Awista brought eight girls
from Afghanistan to the United States for a soccer clinic, in the
hope of  not  only  teaching  them the  sport,  but  also  instilling
confidence  and  a  belief  in  their  self-worth.  They  returned  to
Afghanistan and spread their  interest in playing soccer;  when
Awista traveled there to host another clinic,  hundreds of girls
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turned out to participate--and the numbers of players and teams
keep growing. What began with eight young women has now
exploded into something of a phenomenon. Fifteen teams now
compete in the Afghanistan Football Federation, with hundreds of
girls participating. Against all odds and fear, these girls decided
to come together and play a sport that has reintroduced the very
traits that decades of war had cruelly stripped away from them--
confidence and self-worth.  In  However Tall  the Mountain,  Awista
tells both her own story and the deeply moving stories of the
eight  original  girls,  describing  their  daily  lives  back  in
Afghanistan,  and  how  they  found  strength  in  each  other,  in
teamwork, and in themselves--taking impossible risks to obtain
freedoms we take for granted. This is a story about hope, about
what home is, and in the end, about determination. As the Afghan
proverb says, However tall the mountain, there's always a road.

Fútbol!

Why Soccer Matters in Latin America
This book traces the history of soccer in Latin America, from the
introduction of the game in the 1890s to the qualifying stages for
the 2014 World Cup. Unlike other books focused on matches and
players,  Futbal!  provides  the  necessary  historical  context  to
explain  why  soccer  is  the  most  important  sport  across  Latin
America.

How Fantasy Sports Explains the World

What Pujols and Peyton Can Teach Us About Wookiees
and Wall Street Simon and Schuster
The world of fantasy sports is no longer the purview of nerds and
stat geeks. In fact, versions of the game are currently played by
tens of millions of people worldwide. But while fantasy sports
may have begun as a  light-hearted diversion,  to  many of  its
participants winning or losing is no laughing matter. The book
takes readers on a journey from the casinos of Atlantic City to
charred Connecticut campgrounds, from the Last Supper to the
Constitutional Convention that started our country down the road
to democracy, from the back rooms of Wall Street to the jury
rooms of our judicial system. In doing so, Mass demonstrates that
winning fantasy advice can come from anyone and be found
almost anywhere—the wit and wisdom of William Shakespeare,
the scientific genius of Stephen Hawking, or the futuristic whimsy
of a galaxy far, far away. Ultimately, How Fantasy Sports Explains
the World is not a book about how to win your fantasy sports
league. Instead, it  is  a collection of  conversation starters and
hypothetical scenarios that get right to the core of what makes
fantasy games so compelling in the high-speed information age:
how to process and make use of  the bottomless pile of  data
presented to us on a daily basis.

Soccer School Season 3: Where Soccer Explains (Tackles)
the World Candlewick Press
This winning nonfiction series explains the world via soccer trivia,
facts, and fun. This third book in the Soccer School series poses
many  intriguing  questions  for  soccer  fans:  What  color  are
Cristiano Ronaldo's pajamas? How many bones are there in the
human foot? And why is that dodo alive and kicking? With funny
cartoons and multiple-choice quizzes, this is the perfect way for
young fans to learn how to score with their head. Coaches Alex
Bellos and Ben Lyttleton kick off another season of Soccer School
in this book packed with awesome true stories, real science, and
fascinating facts. At this school, everything is about soccer!

The Language of the Game

How to Understand Soccer
Just in time for the 2018 World Cup, a lively and lyrical guide to
appreciating the drama of soccer Soccer is not only the world's
most popular sport; it's also one of the most widely shared forms
of global culture. The Language of the Game is a passionate and
engaging  introduction  to  soccer's  history,  tactics,  and  human
drama.  Profiling  soccer's  full  cast  of  characters-goalies  and
position players, referees and managers, commentators and fans-
historian and soccer scholar Laurent Dubois describes how the
game's low scores, relentless motion, and spectacular individual
performances combine to turn each match into a unique and
unpredictable story.  He also shows how soccer's  global  reach
makes it  an unparalleled theater for nationalism, international
conflict,  and  human  interconnectedness.  Filled  with  perceptive
insights  and  stories  both  legendary  and  little  known,  The
Language of the Game is a rewarding read for anyone seeking to
understand soccer better.

From Football to Soccer

The Early  History of  the Beautiful  Game in the United
States University of Illinois Press
Rediscovering  soccer's  long  history  in  the  U.S.  Across  North
America, native peoples and colonists alike played a variety of
kicking games long before soccer's emergence in the late 1800s.
Brian D. Bunk examines the development and social impact of
these sports through the rise of professional soccer after World
War  I.  As  he  shows,  the  various  games  called  football  gave
women an outlet as athletes and encouraged men to form social
bonds  based  on  educational  experience,  occupation,  ethnic
identity, or military service. Football also followed young people
to  college  as  higher  education  expanded  in  the  nineteenth
century.  University  play,  along with  the arrival  of  immigrants
from the British Isles,  helped spark the creation of  organized
soccer  in  the  United  States—and  the  beautiful  game's
transformation into a truly international sport. A multilayered look
at one game’s place in American life, From Football to Soccer
refutes the notion of the U.S. as a land outside of football history.

Among the Thugs Vintage
They have names like Barmy Bernie, Daft Donald, and Steamin'
Sammy. They like lager (in huge quantities), the Queen, football
clubs  (especially  Manchester  United),  and  themselves.  Their
dislike  encompasses  the  rest  of  the  known  universe,  and
England's soccer thugs express it in ways that range from mere
vandalism to riots that terrorize entire cities.  Now Bill  Buford,
editor  of  the  prestigious  journal  Granta,  enters  this  alternate
society and records both its savageries and its sinister allure with
the social imagination of a George Orwell and the raw personal
engagement of a Hunter Thompson.

What  We Think  About  When We Think  About  Football
Profile Books
What do we think about when we think about football? Football is
about  so  many  things:  memory,  history,  place,  social  class,
gender (especially masculinity, but increasingly femininity too),
family  identity,  tribal  identity,  national  identity,  the nature  of
groups. It is essentially collaborative, even socialist, yet it exists
in  a  sump  of  greed,  corruption,  capitalism  and  autocracy.
Philosopher Simon Critchley attempts to make sense of it all, and
to establish a system of aesthetics - even poetics - to show what
is  beautiful  in  the beautiful  game. He explores,  too,  how the
experience of watching football opens a particular dimension in
time;  how its  magic  wards  off oblivion;  how its  dramas play  out
national identity and non-identity; how we spectators, watching
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football with tragic pensiveness, participate in the play. And of
course, as a football fan, he writes about his heroes and villains:
about Zidane and Cruyff, Clough and Revie, Shankly and Klopp.

Red Card

How the U.S. Blew the Whistle on the World's Biggest
Sports Scandal Simon & Schuster
The definitive, shocking account of the FIFA scandal—the biggest
corruption case of recent years—involving dozens of countries
and implicating nearly every aspect of the world’s most popular
sport, soccer, including the World Cup is “an engrossing and jaw-
dropping tale of international intrigue…A riveting book” (The New
York  Times).  The  FIFA  case  began  small,  boosted  by  an  IRS
agent’s  review  of  an  American  soccer  official’s  tax  returns.  But
that humble investigation eventually  led to a huge worldwide
corruption  scandal  that  crossed  continents  and  reached  the
highest  levels  of  the  soccer’s  world  governing  body  in
Switzerland.  “The meeting of  American investigative reporting
and real-life cop show” (The Financial Times), Ken Bensinger’s
Red Card explores the case, and the personalities behind it, in
vivid detail. There’s Chuck Blazer, a high-living soccer dad who
ascended  to  the  highest  ranks  of  the  sport  while  creaming
millions from its coffers; Jack Warner, a Trinidadian soccer official
whose lust for power was matched only by his boundless greed;
and the sport’s most powerful man, FIFA president Sepp Blatter,
who held on to his position at any cost even as soccer rotted from
the inside out. Remarkably, this corruption existed for decades
before American law enforcement officials began to secretly dig,
finally revealing that nearly every aspect of the planet’s favorite
sport  was  corrupted  by  bribes,  kickbacks,  fraud,  and  money
laundering. Not even the World Cup, the most-watched sporting
event in history, was safe from the thick web of corruption, as
powerful  FIFA  officials  extracted  their  bribes  at  every  turn.  “A
gripping white-collar crime thriller that, in its scope and human
drama, ranks with some of the best investigative business books
of the past thirty years” (The Wall Street Journal), Red Card goes
beyond the headlines to bring the real story to light.

When Nobody Was Watching

My Hard-Fought Journey to the Top of the Soccer World
HarperCollins
A  New  York  Times  Bestseller  “If  you  are  a  real  soccer
player—then this is the book for you to read . . . Inspiring and
uplifting.  ”—GoalNation  In  2015,  the  U.S.  Women’s  National
Soccer  Team  won  its  first  FIFA  championship  in  sixteen  years,
culminating  in  an  epic  final  game  that  electrified  soccer  fans
around the world. It featured a gutsy, brilliant performance by
team  captain  and  midfielder  Carli  Lloyd,  who  made  history  that
day, scoring a hat trick during the first sixteen minutes. But there
was a time when Carli almost quit the sport. In 2003 she was
struggling, her soccer career at a crossroads. Then she found a
trusted trainer, James Galanis, who saw in Carli a player with raw
talent, skill, and a great dedication to the game. Together they
set  to  work,  training  day  and  night,  fighting,  grinding  it  out.
Despite  all  the  naysayers,  the  times  she  was  benched,  the
moments  when  her  self-confidence  took  a  nosedive,  she
succeeded  in  becoming  one  of  the  best  players  in  the  world.

The Barcelona Complex

Lionel  Messi  and  the  Making--and  Unmaking--of  the
World's  Greatest  Soccer  Club  Penguin
With  rare  and  unrivaled  access,  bestselling  coauthor  of

Soccernomics  and  longtime  Financial  Times  journalist  Simon
Kuper  tells  the  story  of  how FC Barcelona became the  most
successful club in the world—and how that era is now ending FC
Barcelona is not just the world’s highest grossing sports club, it is
simply one of the most influential organizations on the planet. At
last  count,  it  had  approximately  214  million  social  media
followers, more than any other sports club except Real Madrid
CF—and by one earlier measure, more than all  thirty-two NFL
teams  combined.  It  has  more  in  common  with  multinational
megacompanies  like  Netflix  or  small  nation-states  than  it  does
with most soccer teams. No wonder its motto is “More than a
club.”  But  it  was  not  always  so.  In  the  past  three  decades,
Barcelona went from a regional team to a global powerhouse,
becoming a model of sustained excellence and beautiful soccer,
and a consistent winner of championships. Simon Kuper unravels
exactly  how  this  transformation  took  place,  paying  special
attention to the club’s two biggest stars, Johan Cruyff and Lionel
Messi,  who is arguably the greatest soccer player of all  time.
Messi joined Barça at age thirteen and, more than anyone, has
been the engine and standard-bearer of Barcelona’s glory. But his
era is coming to an end—and with it, a once-in-a-lifetime golden
run.  This  book charts  Barça’s  rise  and fall.  Like many world-
beating organizations, FC Barcelona closely guards its secrets,
granting few outsiders access to the Camp Nou, its legendary
home stadium. But after decades of writing about the sport and
the club, Kuper was given access to the inner sanctum and the
people behind the scenes who strive daily to keep Barcelona at
the top. Erudite, personal, and capturing all the latest upheavals,
his portrait of this incredible institution goes beyond soccer to
understand FC Barcelona as a unique social, cultural, and political
phenomenon.

Moonwalking with Einstein

The Art and Science of Remembering Everything Penguin
“Highly entertaining.” —Adam Gopnik, The New Yorker “Funny,
curious,  erudite,  and  full  of  useful  details  about  ancient
techniques  of  training  memory.”  —The  Boston  Globe  The
blockbuster phenomenon that charts an amazing journey of the
mind while  revolutionizing our  concept  of  memory An instant
bestseller that is poised to become a classic, Moonwalking with
Einstein recounts Joshua Foer's yearlong quest to improve his
memory under the tutelage of top "mental athletes." He draws on
cutting-edge  research,  a  surprising  cultural  history  of
remembering, and venerable tricks of the mentalist's trade to
transform our understanding of human memory. From the United
States Memory Championship to deep within the author's own
mind, this is an electrifying work of journalism that reminds us
that, in every way that matters, we are the sum of our memories.

The Empire Strikes Out

How Baseball Sold U.S. Foreign Policy and Promoted the
American Way Abroad New Press, The
Is the face of American baseball  throughout the world that of
goodwill ambassador or ugly American? Has baseball crafted its
own  image  or  instead  been  at  the  mercy  of  broader  forces
shaping our society and the globe? The Empire Strikes Out gives
us  the  sweeping  story  of  how  baseball  and  America  are
intertwined in the export of “the American way.” From the Civil
War to George W. Bush and the Iraq War, we see baseball’s role
in  developing  the  American  empire,  first  at  home  and  then
beyond our shores. And from Albert Spalding and baseball’s first
World  Tour  to  Bud  Selig  and  the  World  Baseball  Classic,  we
witness  the  globalization  of  America’s  national  pastime  and
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baseball’s  role  in  spreading  the  American  dream.  Besides
describing baseball’s frequent and often surprising connections to
America’s  presence around the world,  Elias  assesses  the  effects
of this relationship both on our foreign policies and on the sport
itself and asks whether baseball can play a positive role or rather
only  reinforce  America’s  dominance  around  the  globe.  Like
Franklin Foer in How Soccer Explains the World, Elias is driven by
compelling stories, unusual events, and unique individuals. His
seamless integration of original research and compelling analysis
makes this a baseball book that’s about more than just sports.

Spartak Moscow

A History  of  the  People's  Team in  the  Workers'  State
Cornell University Press
In  the  informative,  entertaining,  and  generously  illustrated
Spartak Moscow,  a  book that  will  be cheered by soccer  fans
worldwide,  Robert  Edelman finds  in  the  stands  and on the  pitch
keys to understanding everyday life under Stalin,  Khrushchev,
and their successors. Millions attended matches and obsessed
about their favorite club, and their rowdiness on game day stood
out  as  a  moment  of  relative  freedom  in  a  society  that
championed conformity. This was particularly the case for the
supporters of Spartak, which emerged from the rough proletarian
Presnia district of Moscow and spent much of its history in fierce
rivalry with Dinamo, the team of the secret police. To cheer for
Spartak, Edelman shows, was a small and safe way of saying "no"
to  the fears  and absurdities  of  high Stalinism;  to  understand
Spartak  is  to  understand  how  soccer  explains  Soviet  life.
Champions of the Soviet Elite League twelve times and eleven-
time winner of the USSR Cup, Spartak was founded and led for
seven decades by the four Starostin brothers, the most visible of
whom were Nikolai  and Andrei.  Brilliant players turned skilled
entrepreneurs,  they  were  flexible  enough  to  constantly  change
their  business  model  to  accommodate  the  dramatic  shifts  in
Soviet  policy.  Whether  because  of  their  own  financial  wheeling
and  dealing  or  Spartak's  too  frequent  success  against  state-
sponsored teams, they were arrested in 1942 and spent twelve
years in the gulag. Instead of facing hard labor and likely death,
they were spared the harshness of their places of exile when they
were asked by local camp commandants to coach the prisoners'
football  teams. Returning from the camps after Stalin's death,
they  took  back  the  reins  of  a  club  whose  mystique  as  the
"people's team" was only enhanced by its status as a victim of
Stalinist tyranny. Edelman covers the team from its days on the
wild  fields  of  prerevolutionary  Russia  through  the  post-Soviet
period. Given its history, it  was hardly surprising that Spartak
adjusted  quickly  to  the  new,  capitalist  world  of  postsocialist
Russia, going on to win the championship of the Russian Premier
League nine times, the Russian Cup three times, and the CIS
Commonwealth of Independent States Cup six times. In addition
to providing a fresh and authoritative history of Soviet society as
seen through its obsession with the world's most popular sport,

Edelman,  a  well-known  sports  commentator,  also  provides
biographies of  Spartak's  leading players over the course of  a
century  and  riveting  play-by-play  accounts  of  Spartak's  most
important matches-including such highlights as the day in 1989
when  Spartak  last  won  the  Soviet  Elite  League  on  a  Valery
Shmarov free kick at the ninety-second minute. Throughout, he
palpably  evokes  what  it  was  like  to  cheer  for  the  "Red  and
White."  For  historic  film  of  Spartak  Moscow  playing  against  the
Wolverhampton Wanderers  (the  "Wolves")  in  1954 and 1955,
click  here:  https://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=38828
and  here:  https://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=39604
Do You Speak Football?

A Glossary of Football Words and Phrases from Around
the World Bloomsbury Publishing
'At  last,  the  definitive  guide  to  football  phraseology  across  the
world... Sparky and very funny.' Paul Hayward, Daily Telegraph
''Amusing and informative in  equal  measure.'  Oliver  Kay,  The
Times An expertly compiled and utterly fascinating compendium
of the weird and wonderful words and phrases used to describe
football  around  the  world.  To  speak  football  is  to  speak  a
language of a thousand tongues... In this ground-breaking global
glossary of football words and phrases, you'll discover the rich,
quirky  and  joyously  creative  language  used  by  fans,
commentators and players across the world. From placing a shot
'where the owl sleeps' in Brazil, to what it means to use your
'chocolate leg' in the Netherlands, via Wembley-Tor – a phrase
adopted  by  Germans  to  describe  a  dubious  goal  –  this
comprehensively researched book will  entertain and inform in
equal  measure.  Discover  the  unfortunate  Finnish  term  for  a
holding  midfielder,  what  it  means  when  South  Korean  fans  get
nostalgic  about  a  'Leeds  season'  and  why  Dundee  United
supporters should keep their heads down in Nigeria. With over
700 terms from 89 countries (including 29 ways to describe a
nutmeg),  this  is  the  definitive  guide  to  the  global  language  of
football.

The Rise and Fall of Communism Doubleday Canada
Published to coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin Wall — a definitive and ground-breaking account of the
revolutionary  ideology  that  changed  the  modern  world.  The
inexorable rise of Communism was the most momentous political
phenomenon of the first half of the twentieth century. Its demise
in Europe and its  decline elsewhere have produced the most
profound  political  changes  of  the  last  few  decades.  In  this
illuminating book, based on forty years of study and a wealth of
new sources, Archie Brown provides a comprehensive history as
well as an original and highly readable analysis of an ideology
that has shaped the world and still rules over a fifth of humanity.
A  compelling  new  work  from  an  internationally  renowned
specialist, The Rise and Fall of Communism promises to be the
definitive study of the most remarkable political and human story
of our times.


